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Cheetahs

These guys are the cat's meow. They're cute, furry, spunky, and downright cuddly. And when 
they get older, they'll run faster than any other animal on the planet.

Five cheetah cubs were born in the spring of 2005 at the National Zoo in Washington, D.C. 
Their mother, Zazi, was 4 years old. When the cubs were 10 weeks old, they weighed 9 
pounds and were about the size of house cats. They are the second cheetah litter to be born 
at the zoo in seven months and the second litter to be born in the zoo's 116-year history.

"They're pretty quick," Lauren Afdahl, an animal keeper at the zoo, told Senior Edition. 
"Whenever they see something moving, they take off and run."

And, boy, do cheetahs like to run! They can reach speeds as high as 60 miles per hour. The 
cubs will reach their top speed when they are about a year old. Cheetahs are endangered 
animals. About 100 years ago, the wild cats roamed an area from North Africa to India. Today, 
cheetahs inhabit only the countries south of the Sahara desert. Just 12,000 to 15,000 now live 
in the wild. 
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Cool Cats - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. How did the author describe the cheetah cubs at 10 weeks old?

A. The cheetahs were about the size of teddy bears.

B. The cheetahs were about the size of house cats.

C. The cheetahs were about the size of 10 year old children.

D. The cheetahs were about the size of hamsters.

2. What adjectives did the author use to describe the cheetah cubs?

A. fun, slow and cute

B. fast, spunky and grouchy

C. cute, furry and spunky

D. yellow, fun, and snuggly

3. According to paragraph 3, over the last 100 years, the area that cheetahs lived in has 

changed.  How has that affected the number of cheetahs in the wild?

A. The area had more people living on it, so cheetahs had more friends and their 
population increased.

B. The area moved, so cheetahs had to get used to new weather and their population 
decreased.

C. The area increased, so cheetahs built bigger homes and their population stayed the 
same.

D. The area decreased, so cheetahs had less land to live on and their population 
decreased.

4. Read the following sentences and answer the question below:

"Cheetahs are endangered animals. About 100 years ago, the wild cats roamed an area 

from North Africa to India. Today, cheetahs inhabit only the countries south of the 

Sahara desert."

In this context, what does the word endangered mean?

A. hurt

B. cuddly

C. harmful

D. threatened
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Cool Cats - Comprehension Questions

5. This passage deals primarily with

A. cheetahs in the National Zoo

B. cubs in the wild

C. cats that live in houses

D. endangered animals in Asia

6. The author says that cheetahs are endangered.  How many cheetahs live in the wild 

now and where in the text did you find your answer?

7. What are cheetahs the best at?

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes 

the sentence.

Cheetahs are the fastest animals on Earth _________ are still endangered.

A. because

B. when

C. so

D. yet
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